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The Coastal Shores church in Virginia Beach, Va., 
and the Cedars of Lebanon church in Chesapeake, 
Va., recently hosted a “10 Days of Compassion” 
series, resulting in 27 baptisms. Keenan Tyler, pastor 
of both churches, was seeking an innovative way to 
reach the communities where he pastored. Daniel 
Hall, a colleague and pastor from the South Atlantic 
Conference, shared the “10 Days of Compassion” 
model with him.

Tyler was excited to begin and reached out to a 
team of Bible workers about their availability. Due to 
the cold weather during the first quarter of the year, 
Tyler thought it might not be “prime time” to hold a 
series. “The Holy Spirit told me to push ahead [any-
way], and that’s what we did,” he says. 

The churches advertised the series on social 
media and invited community members to register. 
Some registrants attended a service prior to the 
series, in which organizers distributed giveaways 
such as gift cards, diapers and groceries. There, 
Bible workers received attendees’ contact informa-
tion to follow up with Bible studies. 

When the “10 Days of Compassion” series arrived, 
a pregnant woman attended the event held at the 
Cedars of Lebanon church. Embracing her, members 
threw a baby shower for her. As a result, she and four 
family members and friends decided to be baptized. 
In total, 16 people were baptized into the Cedars of 
Lebanon church and 11 new believers into the Coastal 
Shores church. 

“Our members were blown away. Being able to 
interact with people from all walks of life inspired 
them to do the work,” Tyler shares.

Conference To Host Conscience and Justice Convention

‘10 Days of Compassion’ Results in 27 Baptisms

The Allegheny East Conference 
(AEC) will be hosting this year’s 
Conscience and Justice Council 
(CJC) convention, themed “When 
the Church Comes to Town: 
Promoting Liberty, Pursing 
Justice,” Sept. 28–Oct. 1, at the 
North American Division head-
quarters in Columbia, Md. 

CJC is an annual gathering 
comprised of Public Affairs and 
Religious Liberty regional con-
ference directors, college profes-
sors and other supporters. The 
purpose of the conference is to 
highlight ways church members can get involved in social justice issues.

“Social justice is the new community service,” shares Jackson M. Doggette, Jr., General Counsel and 
Public Affairs and Religious Liberty director for AEC, “and this appeals to the younger generation. We need 
everyone to be involved so people can see our love and concern to help them enjoy a better life.”

Randall Saunders, an elder from the Cedars of 
Lebanon church, baptizes Laniya Daniels-Boddie  
during the “10 Days of Compassion” series.


