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BY HEATHER MILLER

“At La Sierra University, our goal is not only to teach students how to max-
imize profits.” says Johnny Thomas, assistant professor of economics and fi-
nance, “but also to make them discover the meaning of “profit maximization”
from a personal and humanistic perspective.” That's where Students in Free
Enterprise comes in.

Started in 1975 by Sam Walton, Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE] is 4n in-
termnational non-profit organization that educates college and umiversity stu-
dents about the free enterprise system through hands-on, practical experience.

The La Sierra University SIFE team, organized in the fall of 1991 through
the university's School of Business and Management, has won two SIFE In-
iernational Exposition Championships, in 1994 and in 1995, In 1995, the stu-
dents browght back six trophies and 57 300 for their championship and wins in
four special competitions.

“What caught the atiention of the judges at the competition,” says Thomas,
“was the idea of service. Evervone else had great business ideas. 5o did we.
But what was different about La Sierra University was the fact that so many
of our projects were based on serving our community.”

What SIFE Does

“In the free-enterprise system, the purpose of government is to maximize
the individual's freedom o pursue his or ber own selt-interest,” Thomas ex-
plaing, The problem arises when, in their passion for acquiring capital, busi-
nesses fail w ake into consideration “the human factor™ as Thomas puts it
“When this happens,” he says, “the economically disadvantaged may be left
to fend for themselves on an uneven playing field.” When the role of the state
becomes more limited, as is currently the trend in g number of countries, this
creates a vacuum that voluntary organizations-such as chanties, service clubs,
or organizations like SIFE-need to fill.

ew Bottom

Students in Free
Enterprise (SLFE) is
an international
non-profit organi-
zation that educates
college and univer-
sity students about
the free-entevprise
system through
hands-on, practical

expevience.
= . ——
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From the very beginning, the La
Sierra SIFE club wanted to find a way
to spread the message of free enterprise
and give the economically disadvan-
taged the opportunity to survive in a
competitive environment, "Our goal
wils to teach people how to fish, rather
than to give them fish,” Thomas says.

goals through 122 business projects,
This year’s projects build on previous
successes but take the ideas a step fur-
ther: more cducation, more fargeted
markess, and the addition of profes-
sional consultants,

Find a Dollar in the Debi—In an ef-
Fort to make the community aware of

The La Sierra Universty SIFE Presentation Team wen the International Championship fraphy in 1985 for
the second year in a row for their free-enterprise projects in the local community,

With this idea in mind, the La Sierra
SIFE team began creating projects to
meel their objectives, SIFE offered o
natural way for their Christian beliefs to
Aeurish in a business setting,

“Our emphasis this year is educating
in schools,” says Patria Wise, sopho-
more accounting major and LSU SIFE
director, ““We want to improve [chil-
dren’s| standard of living, particularly
among the economically disadvan-
taged,” she says.

SIFE Projects

Last year, the club pursued their

22 ADVENTIST EDUCATION

the vastness of the U.S. national debt,
the SIFE team created a giant sand-pile
in February 1995, containing an esti-
mated 4.5 trillion grains of sand to rep-
resent the $4.5 trillion national debi
SIFE students buricd imitation coins in
the sand and invited the public w dig
for the coins to win dozens of prizes,
including a trip to Hawaii. Former
Congressman Bill Dannemeyer of
Fullerton, California, who served as a
member of the House Budget Commit-
tee, spoke about the national debi.
Bilow Away the Debi-Following the
success of Find a Dollar in the Debt,

the 19495-1996 SIFE directors decided
o sponsor another debt-awareness
event. But this time, instead of using
sand, they used balloons—5,000 of
them—each one representing $1 billion,
to represent a $3 trillion debt. *“IU's hard
enough to understand what one billion
is, let alone one trillion!” Wise says.
The SIFE team invited 500 local stu-
dents o the event to launch 10 balloons
each. Classroom discussions helped
the children understand the issues.

SIFE Virtual Reality-The La Siermra
University STFE team created SIFE
Virtual Reality as an educational toa) to
bring to life places, situations, and is-
sues of global significance. SIFE stu-
dents created software 1o help students
it a local intermediate school get ac-
quainted with the new technology be-
fore their school had aceess to the
World Wide Web. The LSLI team was
the first SIFE entity (o use this ol for
one of their projects.

Campus Cleaners-SIFE students
manage the Campus Cleaners, a local
dry-cleaning business. In its third vear
of operation, the cleaners employs
cight students, providing them with
valuable entrepreneurial gkills in the
areas of customer service, accounting,
advertising, and employes relations.
Sales exceeded §100,000 for the 1994
fiscal year.

Rent-i-Brain-In its fifth year, Renl-
a-Brain provides a variety of consulting
services to local businesses. Under the
guidance of faculty, SIFE sudents ana-
lvze current economic and political
trends, consumer needs, advertising
stralegies, tax planning. and employ-
ment management,

Homeless Shelter Emplovment
Weekly Semingrs—SIFE students have
presented ongoing seminars al a local
homeless shelter on job-search tech-
nigues, drafting résumés, interviewing
skills, and dressing for success, Ap-
proximately 50 individuals from the
shelter completed the eight seminar ses-
sions, and more than 20 résumés were
created. The hands-on seminars moti-
vated many shelier residents to change
their attitude and outlook on life and
the future. Two attendees have enrolled
in the local community college.




Stats for Kids—A program in local el-
ementary and junior hizgh scheols, Stats
for Kids teaches youngsters how Lo read
surveys and undearstand today’'s eco-
nomics,

Touch the World, Teach a Child-Last
vear, SIFE members developed a pan-
nership with a local elementary school,
where La Sierra University students tu-
tored elementary pupils in reading and
mth,

Adulr Lireracy—51FE members con-
ducted weekly one-on-one reading ses-
sions with adults this past year to help
reduce the growing rate of adult illiter-
acy, Nearly 30 adults have benefited
from this program,

Eradicating Hiteracy in Riverside—
Based on a proposal by LSU School of
Education teacher Betty McCune, Erad-
icating Mliteracy in Riverside is a nat-
ural outgrowth of SIFE’s previous tu-
toring programs, The framework is
being developed and implemented by
MeCune and Mel Camphell, another
School of Education professor. This
will ensure that SIFE literacy programs
maintain a high level of professional-
ism. Other SIFE projects are also ad-
vancing with the help of L3U faculty
consultants,

Headsiart "Acfnp:-a-f.‘hifd“ Christ-

Erom the very be-
ginming, the La
Sierva SIFE club
wanted to find a
way to spread the
message of free
enterprise and
sjive the economsi-
cally disadvan-
taged the opportu-
nity to survive in
a competitive en-

vivonment.
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La Sierra University students tutor pupils in math and reading at 2 local elementary school as part of the
“Touch the World, Teach a Child® program crested by the LSU SIFE club,

s Parrv-—This continuing project has
provided rich rewards for both STFE
members and participating children.
Last year, 300 La Sierra University stu-
dents "adopted” 230 economically dis-
advantaged children for a day of fun,
food, and festivities. Each child re-
ceived five SIFE dollars 1o use toward
the “purchase™ of his or her meal.
More money could be “carned” by win-
ning games at the ¢carnival, Children
received a prize for every dollar they
“deposited”™ into the SIFE Savings
Bank, teaching them the benefits of
saving and deferred gratification.

Headstart Parents Program=With ()
items on their agenda, the LSU S1FE
team is taking their Headstart program
to the next level by targeting participat-
ing parents in key areas such as finan-
cial management,

Strive-On-Recognizing the impor-
tance of minority role models in chil-
dren's development, SIFE organized
dramatic productions for 80 fifth
graders at a local intermediate school,
The participating SIFE members repre-
sented diverse ethnic and cultural back-
grounds who creatively demonstrated
the importance of education in a free-
market society.

Why Adventist Education Can Make
a Difference

“With projects like Rent-a-Brain,”
says Steve Taggart, a senior marketing
major and captain of the SIFE presen-
tation team, “we draw on our market-
ing and finance classes. We apply
things like how to prepare a proposal,
It helps local businesses. They get
quality consulting at a reasonable
price.” he adds.

“Through their involvement in SIFE,
students learn to bridge the gap be-
tween academic jargon and business
practice.” Thomas says., “The more we
gel students involved in building these
bridges, the bertter these students be-
come.”

Commitment to service is an impor-
tant component of the SIFE program.
After spending a year as a student mis-
sionary, several students such as April
Atkin, a sophomore pre-physical ther-
apy major, and David Kasischke, a se-
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nior buginess administration major,
have joined SIFE 1o give something
back to society.

The entire La Sierra University SIFE
team has adopted this philosophy and
seeks to develop in its members a basic
tenet of Adventist education: the moral
and social values of serving others.

"As Christians, vou've got 10 learn
how o give back to your community,”
says Thomas. “Try to make a differ-
ence in your community and feel the
Joy and pain of helping people find op-
portunities amid scarce resources. In-
still in students the need to understand
the limits of profit maxinnzation and

ﬁ-. Ly v '

Some 300 La Slerra University studenis hosted 250 children from a local Headstart program for the an-

World Services and the Hancock Center
for Youth Ministry, and others,” he
5ays.

While the La Sierra SIFE team has
achieved significant external recogni-
tion for themselves and the university
by winning the International Competi-
tion in 1994 and 1993, “even more im-
portant,” says Lawrence Geraty, La
Sierra University president. “are the ef-
fects that the S1IFE team has had on the
university and its community. The
whole campus has shared in the success
of the individual projects and basked in
the team’s international attainment.
Both have brought the university im-

fisal SIFE Christmas party in 1994, University students purchased gifts for the children they had
“adopted” for the day. and enjoyed a meal, festivities, and of course a visit from Santa.

the joy of making a difference in their
local community. 1ff we can build in
this philesophy at the voung age of 18
to 24, then we have produced citizens
capable of making a difference in our
communities,” he says,

“That is the reason why 1 teach
here,” Thomas says. T constamly get
CEOs inviting me (o join their team.
My answer has alwavs been, “Some-
one’s got 1o show these students that
there is more Lo life than maximizing
profits.””

But Thomas emphasizes that SIFE is
only one of many groups on campus
that are teaching these values through
service to the community. “I encour-
age my SIFE stndents to join the Ko-
rean Club, the Stndent Association, to
get involved with the Stahl Center for
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Johnny Thomas, ass

istant professor of economics and SIFE faculty sporsor, examines prize-winning

portant recognition in the print and
electronic media,” Geraty says.

Thomas concludes, “The key to a
free market is to give everyone the op-
portunity o compete. Promote merit as
a yardstick, challenge students to be the
best they can be, and develop in them a
mindset that altending an Adventist col-
lege will provide them with an educa-
tion that is among the best in the na-
lion.”

How Your Campus Can Get Involved
This year, SIFE involves some 460)
colleges and universities in the U.S. and

abroad. While the majority of SIFE
chaprers are in the U.S., there are also
chapters in Mexico. Canada, Poland,
Hong Kong, and Australia. There is
also a new focus on Eastern Europe,
where several teams have sister cam-
puses in ather countrics.

Although a college or university
must he invited 1o join Students In Free
Enterprise, the opportunities to partici-
pate in free enterprise and community
activities are up to the individual cam-
puses. &

For more information about joining
SIFE, call STFE Mational Headquarters
at (417) 831-9505.

Heather Miller is Public Relgtions Divecior ai
Lat Sieera University, Riverside, California,

“coins” found by those participating in “Find a Dollar in the Debt,” a Fabruary 1995 svent in which SIFE
members hid cains in 4.5 trilfion grains of sand to help the community grasp the enomity of the U.5. na-

tioral debt.




