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Teachers-In-Service Learn Through Fellowship 
Principals, staff and teachers from five schools in North, Central and South New Jersey recently gath-

ered in Piscataway for Teachers-in-Service 2023. “Under the theme, ‘Be a Light,’ we’re launching a set of 
core values,” says Elisa Maragoto, superintendent of schools for the New Jersey Conference and principal 
of Lake Nelson Adventist Academy in Piscataway.

The vision is to reflect God’s light in every classroom through five core values: Spiritual Leadership, 
Relational Leadership, Grounded Accountability, Self-Leadership, and Outdoor Leadership.

Children’s Ministries Convention Ministers to Families 
Sixty Children’s Ministries local church directors 

and staff from 22 churches attended the Children’s 
Ministries Convention earlier this year. Pamela 
Daly and Ana Maria Benzaquen from the North 
American Division Children’s Ministries Department 
presented the Ministering to Families track in 
English and Spanish.

The certification track ended on Saturday night 
with a graduation where many received a certificate 
and pin. On Sunday, the attendees participated 
in the Vacation Bible eXperience (VBX) live expo 
where they were equipped to conduct a week of 
VBX at their local churches. 

Attendee Aurelle Mirasol shares, “The Children’s 
Ministries Convention was such a blessing. It taught 
parents and leaders the precious value of our 
children. We learned that we truly must invest and 
commit our time toward them, and that we have the 
responsibility of living by example, teaching our 

children to have a relationship with Jesus and treat-
ing others with true compassion.”

She continues, “We learned that we are to accept 
them as they are in order to help them belong to 
a loving community, guide their faith to believe in 
Jesus and help them become all that Christ has cre-
ated them to be, teaching them to #sayyestojesus.”

Buzz the Bee joins the attendees at the Children’s 
Ministries Convention.

New Jersey Conference teachers Jason Chavez, Lilia 
Torres and John Hakizimana hold the conference’s 
mascot, Buzz the Bee, during a team exercise.

Principals, teachers and staff pause for a word of 
prayer during the Teachers-in-Service meeting.


