The new edition of The Giving Equation.

Equation heard around the world, with
new edition
@ Warburton, Vic | Ella Dainter-Bevis/Record Staff

Three years after its initial publication, The Giving Equation has been
published in a new edition, including additional “life application lessons”.

The first reason for the new edition is to meet ongoing demand for the
book. According to author Dr Ken Long, “People around the world love the
way in which the book spells out the difference in giving in the Me-econ-
omy and God's way—the G-economy.”

Through the four new life application lessons, readers are given greater
opportunity to apply “the message of giving”, into their lives "with a new
mindset”. These lessons can be used in small groups, Sabbath school
classes and family worship, exploring the biblical principles for positive
giving.

As well as being published in a new English edition, an extract of The
Giving Equation was recently published in German and Dr Long has pre-
sented his core message—that people “be inspired to give; not made to
do so out of guilt or obligation"—in a number of contexts around the world
since the book was published in 2020.

According to Pastor Leslie Yamahune, director of stewardship and
church growth for the Papua New Guinea Union Mission, “God has used
Ken to help build benevolent and generous characters. The book is con-
textualised for today’s world and reminds our members to build God's
kingdom first.”

"We are pleased to be able to produce a new edition of this book and
continue to make this book available more widely,” said Signs Publishing's
book editor Nathan Brown. “It is an insightful and perspective-changing
reflection on how a better understanding and practice of stewardship can
really change our lives and our relationship with God.”

The Giving Equation has also been featured and promoted by the Gen-
eral Conference's Stewardship ministries around the world. “My favourite
section is the case studies, which are built around inspiring and biblical
materials,” said associate director Pastor Aniel Barbe. “They offer ready-
to-use resources, with minimum adaptation, for pastors and spiritual lead-
ers to build up more generous local congregations. | really appreciate Ken's
smart contribution in leading us to put God first.”

making headlines

Ben Carson’s surprise visit
Ben Carson, retired neurosurgeon, one-
time presidential candidate and author
of autobiography Gifted Hands, made a
surprise visit to the campus of Auburn
Adventist Academy (US), all because of
a student's invitation. Dr Carson spoke
twice to AAA students: in a special
Sabbath school time for students and

briefly during the church service.—AR

Child-friendly history

A new Brazilian children’s book titled
The Beginning of Our History tells the
story of Adventist pioneers in a concise
and accessible manner. The book, aimed
at children aged 7-9, is illustrated and
spans 40 pages. It aims to help children
understand the origin of the Church and
its importance today.—SAD

Cinematic evangelism

Hope Channel International has
launched its newest evangelistic
department, Hope Studios, which has
been created to develop films and
documentaries for streaming platforms,
cinemas and new evangelistic-oriented
channels. “Our Church has always been
innovative; beginning with the printing
press, expanding into radio and televi-
sion, and now into streaming and cin-
ematic storytelling” said Hope Studios
director, Kevin Christenson.—ANN

Porn and eating disorders
A study has discovered a worrying link
between rising “problematic” porn use
and eating disorder symptoms among
young men. The study states the more
problematic a man'’s relationship with
porn tends to be, the more likely he is
to be dissatisfied with his body and,
ultimately, more vulnerable to devel-
oping various eating disorders.—news.
com.au
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