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nc of the worst c()n-
clemnatirlrrs a teachcr
cor-rlcl hurl at me es :r
s t u ( l c n t  w a s  t h i s :'Yu'r 'c 

gtx a bacl att i
tucle" <tr "V)u'\ 'e 

g()t  I
rca l  a t t i tuc le  p ro l - r
lel'n." Tirclav tltat as
sau l t  I ras  bccn a l - r
breviete'cl to sinrplv,
' ' V r u ' r e  

c o p p i n g  l r n
att i tu(1c. "

I  nevcr l ikccl  pc<4r lc u 'ho usecl  thesc

l)hr lse-s.  Nlavbc i t 's  bcc:rr - rse t l t r  c l terge
\ \ ' l ls  t (x)  r 'uguc.  l ) ic l  thev c l is l ike ntv l t t i
I u ( l ( '  l ) ( ' r ' : t u s ( .  i t  t l i t i t . r t . t l  l r (  ) n t  t l ) r , t r \ .  ( , r
rvas i t  in t r ins ic: r l lv  nt isguir lec l  or  i l logical?

I l l rd t l tcv seic i .  \ ' r ru ' rc a l t l t roaching th is
s i tuat io l l  in  a w:rV that  vu ' i l l  not  1tr<tc lucc
thc rcsul ts \ ' ( )L l  \ \ 'u l t t , "  I  nt ight  har,c paic l
nr() rc at tc l t t i ( )n.  Or hecl  t l tcr . '  seic l ,  

"Wit l t

\ ' ( )ur  l ) rcscnt  1 ' ro int  of ' r ' ier ' , ' ,  i t  rv i l l  bc c l i f  f i
cul t  f i r r  \ 'ou t ( )  sce the I l ig  I r ic t t r rc,"  I
rn ight  l t  leest  have rvonclcrccl  wl tat  t l tev
t l t o r r g l r t  t l r t '  l t i g  I , i t  l r r r t .  \ r s .

So i f  vou'rc int int idatccl  bt 'cont l tutcrs,
I 'nr  not  going t< l  te l l  vr tu,  

" \ 'or . r ' r 'c  
got  : r

bacl  at t i tuc lc."  Rather,  I ' l l  usc orrc of t l tc
Iongcr phreses l rbove ancl  thcn tn '  t t i
t ' xp l : r i r r  r r r vs t . l l  (  \ ( ) t n ( ' t l ) i n l . l  r r r r  t t . : r r . i r t . r s
ncvc-r  got  arour-rc l  to c lo ing).

In <l rdcr  to succcc-c i  n ' i th cr l r r tptr ters
t 'oLr neccl  to a1>1tr<t lc l t  ther l  u i t l t  l l  ccr t l in
\ r t l l t l . l t ) ( 'ss.  l rc . l i t . r  i i lg  t l t : l l  \ ' (  )u rL.  snl : ln( . r
than thev arc. Thet' rtret' be e r.r,holc ltx
fastcr ancl a bit ntorc accLlratc, but ncr.er
firrgct thcv have the IQ of a carr()r.

In firct, niost of t'our cliflicLrltv irt rclat
i r rg to cont l - ruters *  i l l  resul t  y t rcc isc l r ,
fronr thc fact that thev are cluntltcr than
\()L l  t rL- .  Thct ' I tavc a ntucl t  sntal lc-r
rr rcab ulan'. The-r' arc i ncred iblv I i rnitecl it-r
t l rc i r : r l t i l i t t ' to  unclerstand \ \ ' l )at  \ ' ( )u tn to
: t  l l  t l r t . n r .  \ i r r r r  b i ggcs t  I i u s r r r i t i on  s i l l
: ( \ r l t  f  r ( )n l  leerning to c()rnmLlnicxtc in
!  (  ) : l l l r i l t ( ' r  b l t l tv  t l lk .

l l o \ r  t i L r  r o r r  t u l k  t o  a  t odd le r - l  
' h r

I t t l l t e r c  . i l ] \  \ L l ( ( ess  a t  a l l ,  r ' r t r r ' l l  n ccd  tO
usr ( )nc . r  ] l . rh l t  \ \ r r rc ls spokcn sktvu' lv
anC l  S t l ( ( l r l r ' t l \  r i )  s l t t r n  Se l l t ences .  I f  VOu
sa r ' ,  I  r r an t  t l t r \  r ( ) ( ) n t  t l c l t n  bv  t l i e  t ime  I
get  back.  ant l  rhcr t  s  l i lk  r r r  ur ' .  r r ru 'c l  bet
ter  check ror . r r  hc:r l th i r rsur l r r . tce befctre
\'ou cfoss the rrtttr.r.t ugltrn

A rnore successfr-rl tl)l)r()irLh ntight bc
to sar'. 

"Pick 
Llp voLlr greL-lt brll l 'her-r

\ \ 'a tch to see $ 'hether th is s intp le cont
rnancl is understood befcrre vor-r sar..

"No*',  pr,rt  i t  in t ' r tr-rr tov l t<tx ovcr t l terc"
as rrru l toint ir-r thc gencrel cl ircct ion of
the box. [  ]sc the santc tccltniclrre f irr  talk
ing to r 'our (ol lpLlte r.

As firr-rclenrcntalists. r'uc arc ien' rvell
vc-rserl in the cont'e1tt ancl pr:rctice of an'e.
I t  s t l )prol)r iatc to havc :r I tcalthv rcsl)ect
l i rr  thc u'onclcr and t l tr  poucr of t l te
[)ci6,. 1 1,rrr'"r,"r, tlte ser)tc attitLtclc tou.arcl
('ornpLlters results irt rvastecl encr15. ancl
r-Disgtridcd cffirn. Cor-nltLltcrs ilrc to()
clurt ' tb to kn<tu,<>r care n'hc-t l ter \()Ll stancl
ir-r avn,c of thcir vast accornpl ishments and
1'ro*'er. So ckrn't Itc intimiclatccl ltr.' such
statcments as, " l 'his contplt trr can ckr in
one and a half scconds u,hat i t  rrrrulcl  take
J0 men 20 r 'ears to clo."

Vie*' ing a compltter in this ' ,r 'av placcs
a l)arrier benvccn \(ru ancl thc compllter.
I t 's far better to think, " l f  I  u' l trspcr thc
right notl-r ings into rts electronic cur t l ) is
computer can do f i tr  nre in the next
sec()nd ancl a half  n'hat I  nrrr.r lcl  l tave r<r
pa\ '30 men to do over the next 20 Vears."
T l l rnk  , , f  t l re  (  (  r l ) lp t - l l c r  l s  . rn  c t tc r ts i r  rn  o f
\'ollrself-a u.illing \\()rker. a happv ser-
Vant. a gente .u'r'aitrng to do \I)ur even'
biclcl ing.

Final lr .  (and this is realh' giving the
c()mputer the benefi t  0f t l -re doubt) think

<rf t l re corrr lrrrter )s u,un!i t1l, t<> ckl r, , 'hat
xrr-r ask. lt's like a g:lnle shou' n'hcrc
behir-rcl one of tltc cl<xrrs vu'aits r.vealth,
pou'c-r, antl firrle-. Thc onl1, penalt.v firr
opening tlte *'ror.rg ckxrr is tltat firr the
lnofirent \'olr stav prxtr, ltowcrless, ancl
obscure. Thc r','lrv t() opcn ckxlrs is to
I ( l t  n , ,  ) l l ) l ) U l L ' r  l l : t l l V  t l t l k .

Think 0f thc (olnpl l ter as a 1>or' , 'crf ir l
babv that can meke t'ou pou'ertirl ttx> if
vou re rvillir-rg t() gct clou,n or-r l'our hancls
ancl knecs end learr-r to relk ()n i ts level.
I'robablv a ntore apprt4triatc analopl,' is
that of a babv the sizc of Kir.rg Kong. I f  i t
movcs tltc \\'rong \\'av it can knrrk over
bui lcl ings. Br,rt  sincc ntost of the bui lcl ings
are meclc of paper, r'our clamage is
l inr i te.cl Io I tr tq-manv boxes of continuous
firrrn palre r I'ou have anci the conclition of
rrrr.rr r ibbon.

TI-rc compurer n'ill Iisten to \()u and tn'
to drr rvhat Vctu ask. Ir u'atils to be \I)Llr
t i icnd. \ \ho $rrs ir  thar sl id, To hrrre
fr iends, one musr shon'himself fr iendlrr '?
l- i t t le did thev knrrq rhel svere re:rthing
the $?\'t() th\\'art a bad anitude to\!?rd
computers.-Dave Rr,rskjer, n
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