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Ken Woolley’s profile of the main building.

After gaining a prestigious heritage listing from the ACT Heritage Coun-
cil in June 2022, Canberra National Seventh-day Adventist Church (CNAC) 
established a Trust Deed for a tax-deductible Conservation Appeal Fund 
in May 2023. This achievement follows a year-long collaboration with the 
National Trust ACT, the South New South Wales Conference and the South 
Pacific Division.

“Establishing this Deed was a journey,” recalled Dr Irena Ali, a CNAC 
conservation and renovation team member. “But seeing it finally signed after 
almost a year of work was a truly rewarding experience.”

The church building, designed by renowned architect Ken Woolley, was 
completed in 1971 and is lauded for its intricate design that symbolically 
reflects key Seventh-day Adventist doctrines.

“The design beautifully incorporates symbolic elements, turning the 
church itself into a visual representation of our beliefs,” said Dr Ali. “Sun-
light reflecting from the pool’s surface filters through the windows, casting a 
delicate glow inside the church—a visual representation of God’s boundless 
grace. It’s a sight to behold when you see the building emerging gracefully 
from the water, mirroring the buttresses rising from the courtyard pool.”

Pastor Ben Kosmeier, who leads the church, views the heritage listing and 
the establishment of the Conservation Appeal Fund as a special moment 
in the church’s history and an opportunity to connect with the community. 
“As community members visit our beautiful church building, we hope they 
experience God’s presence in His sanctuary and appreciate the architectural 
masterpieces He has created in us as His heritage.”

The establishment of the Trust Deed ensures that this architectural 
masterpiece will continue to symbolise the spiritual values of the church and 
serve the community for generations to come.

The National Trust (ACT) now lists the Canberra National Adventist Church 
Conservation Appeal Fund among sites of heritage significance that it sup-
ports. For more information and to contribute to the fund, visit the National 
Trust’s website <nationaltrust.org.au/services/heritage-appeals-act/>.

Tax-deductible donations can also be made via eGiving by searching for 
National Trust ACT on <egiving.org.au/>.
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KombASA the Kombi
Members of Adventist Solidarity Action 
(ASA) in Brazil now have a customised 
van to serve families in situations of 
social vulnerability. Nicknamed “Kom-
bASA”, the vehicle is used to distribute 
food baskets, clothes, shoes, furniture 
and freight, as well as transporting pas-
sengers to church services.—ANN

Dumplings unite us
The Thomson Chinese Church (Singa-
pore) celebrated the Chinese Dumpling 
Festival by holding a community event 
to strengthen community ties. Attend-
ees came together to create dump-
lings but left with a renewed sense 
of community, a strengthened faith 
and a warm sense of belonging. More 
community-building events are on the 
horizon, including a Durian Night.—SSD

Music with a mission
The Croatian town of Slatina came alive 
to the vibrant melodies and joyful wor-
ship of Slatinafest, a children’s spiritual 
music festival held in June. The event 
wasn’t just about enjoying great music, 
it was about helping ADRA by raising 
money for those affected by the devas-
tating 2020 Croatian earthquake.—TED

Wearable wonders
Fitbits, Garmins or Apple watches—
whatever your preference—wearable 
activity trackers could help patients 
recover faster during a hospitalisa-
tion. Examining 1911 patients under-
going stroke, orthopedic and mixed 
rehabilitation, the Australian-based 
study found that patients wearing the 
trackers achieved 826 daily steps more 
than usual care; 10 minutes more per 
day of active time compared to usual 
care; and 36 minutes less per day of 
sedentary behaviour compared to usual 
care.—University of South Australia
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