
CoUege Tbacbers Study Tecbniques .for

Integration of Faith anrd Learning

I-re first annr,ral Insti,
tute for Christ ian Col
lege Teaching selected
19 participants frtr its
June lJ 30 session at
l lnion College in Lin
coln, Nebraskr.

Vith detai led appli ,
ca t ions  f rom cand i -
dates, which includecl
proposals for stucl l ,
p a p e r s ,  t h e  I C C T

selection committee reviewed prospec
tive pafticipants in earlyJanuary', selecting
them on the basis of their orofessional
qua l i f i te t ions  and r r r r  the  r l t ru l i ry  o f  thc i r
proposed papers. ln addition to other
clualificatior-rs, the committee wantecl a
gror-rp of college teachers reprcsenting as
many NAD colleges as ltossible, consisr-

Dr. George Akers, General Confer-
ence Director of Education. makes a
point.

ing of both men and women and a mix of
academic disciplines and ethnic groups.
In the end, eight Norrh American colleges
a n c l  N e v r ' b o l c l  C r > l l e g e  ( E n g l a n d )
pafticipated.

l'hc institute's origin is interesting, if
not dramatic. About 1[3 months ago,
George Ake rs, head of the General Con
ference Educati<tn Depanment, and John
Wagncr, president of IInion College,
shared acljacent airplane seats. In their
short fliglrt together, they began to dis-
cuss the integration of faith and learning.

Their conversation expanded to the
possibility of h<tlding an ongoing insti,
tllte dcdicated to f<rstering this integra
tion on SDA college campuses. Although
the ir-rtegration u,'as alreacly often done
well, even expenlr', btxh men neverthe
less saw a neecl to ctr it better. This need,

_ An international group of studenls from Brazil, Germany, the U.S., West Indies, France, Nigeria, Canada, and Greal
Britain arelhe first to participate in a futl-time master's program in education offered at tlewOotO College, Bracknell,
Berkshire, England. Four students graduated lrom the program in 1988. Last year two students completed--lhe program
who had been studying for a master's degree during the summers. Pictured above are lour of the master's sludents with Dr.
Ole-Christian Bjerkan (center), who has been Newbold's academic dean and director of the M.A. course.
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they felt, demanded concerted attenrion,
not just pep-rally emphasis.

As discussion continued, Akers and
Vagner conceived a three,week institute
where especially qualified SDA college
teachers could meet together, listen to
integration specialists-both SDA and
non-SDA-share cross discioline ideas.
react to btxrks, and f inal ly themselves
present papers f()r peer cri t ique.

But this dream "planned in the clouds"
needed some down-ro-earrh funding. Til
show its support, the General Conference
promised a subsidy, but the bulk of the
funding came from private donors who
too were convinced of the need to give
the best professional help possible to
ensure increased skills in integrating faith
and lcarning <tn college campuses.

"Ttxr often a teacher thinks he or she
has integrated faith and learning when he
says a quick prayer at the beginning of
class," Dr. Akers pointed out, "but then
the teacher goes ()n to teach the rest of
the class the same way it v".ould be taught
in any col lege classrtxrm in the nation."

Bv requiring panicipants to read and
annotate a dozen books pri<tr to rhe insti
tute, the organizers prepared the tcachers
for the lecturers, book reviews, discus
sions, and peer critiques of the institr,tte
itself.

Compet ing  wor ld  v iews were  d is -
cussed first. Then the emohasis switched

Continuerl on page 29 lllltjlllj

Dr.  Calv in Seerveld,  who teaches
esthetics at the Inslitute for Chrlstlan
Studies in Toronto, tied together philos-
ophy and the arts in his presentatlon.

tNsTlYtJTx rilR ${RKn$N $*Kn$g Tn$nfii$ts
{rl Unit*n **l{s6tl

J$l}*. '!gSS $eman;.

Particlpants and stalf of the flrst annual Inslitute for Chrlstlan College Teachlng at
Union College, Llncoln, Nebraska.

r

*N-{*
Dr. Wll Clark, professor of malhematlcs al Loma Llnda Unlverslty, does some
research al lhe llbrary.

Dr. Morris Taylor, protessor of music at Andrews University, prepares his paper.
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quences and restore human beings to fel-
lowship with Him. Salvation is the resto-
ration of God's sovereignty in human
affairs. Ve can look forward with anticiDa-
t ion to i ts culmination when sin and
death  are  comple te ly  des t royed and
God's people are restored to eternal
communion with Him.

(Part II, dealing witb tbe doctrines of
tbe Cburcb, Escbatologt, and the Sabbath,
uill appear in tbe February.Marcb 1989
issue oJ tbe.lOURNAL. ) tr

Dt. Rkbard Rlce k h'ofessof of Tlrmlogt in
tbe Scbool of Religion at Lor/ra Linda Uniuer-
sit1t, Rluerside, Callfornla. He bolds a Pb,D. in
Christian Tbeologlt from the Uniuersiry of
Cblcago Diuinity Scltool, and is tbe autbol of
seaeral books, including The Reign of God, a
co llege te ligion tex tboo k.
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This contlnulng educatlon article ls
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Contiruted from page 11

to general academic areas, such as the arts
or sciences. During the last week, specific
disciplines received attention, with all
recognizing that certain subjects lend
themselves much more naturally than do
others to a faith and learning mix in the

classroom (literature as opposed to math,
for example).

In his closing remarks, Dr. Humberto
Rasi, assistant director of education for
the General Conference, expressed his
appreciation for the qualiry of both the
discussions and the papers presented,
saying that some of rhe parricipants
would themselves be lecturers at future
institutes.

lJnion College will continue to host
these institutes, where a second session
last summer featured an internati()nal
group of educators. Already the library
there has an imDressive collection of
books and paperi on faith and learning
integration, a holding that will scxrn reach
a t()tal of several hundred

But what had the pafticipants rhem
selves to say about the first institute?
Unanimous praise went to Dr. \Wagner
and the whole college staff frtr providing
comfonable accommodations, delicious
food, and helpful computer hours and

3i;11ii31ff;,il' 
in a genuinerv hospitabre

Severa l  par t i c ipants  acknowledged
preinstitute skepticism, wondering if the
organizers would make all participants
leave thinking the same things in the
same ways.

But as one teacher said, "l detected no
hidden agenda. Both Akers and Rasi were

Continued on page 47

How to Get Continuing Education Credit
for Your Study of This Article

l f  you wish % continuing-education credit (5 contact hours) for studying the article "Bible Doctrines, Part l:
The Christian Understanding of God and Human Existence," please fi l l  out the coupon below. Enclose a check
or  money order  for  $15 U.S.  made out  to  Loma Linda Univers i ty ,  and mai l  i t  to  the address below. l f  th is  credi t  is
to apply toward the renewal of SDA teacher certif ication, please fi l l  in the name of the union office to which the
report should be sent. You wil l then receive a packet with instructions and a sealed envelope inside. You wil l be
asked to take the examination in the presence of a witness. This may be a conference education officer, your
pastor, or another professional educator.

TEST REQUEST FOR "BIBLE DOCTRINES, PART l: THE CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF GOD
AND HUMAN EXISTENCE' '

NAD/PAC PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY CREDIT
ClO 5324 PEACOCK LANE

RTVERSIDE. CA 92505

Appl icant 's  Name

Address

City

State/Province Zip-

DateUnion
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demographic factors within and without
the church that affect the funding of
Adventist education; (2) new stategies ro
increase funding for all levels ofAdventist
education so at least 10 percent more
eligible students can attend Adventist
schools; and (3) a ministerial conrinuing
education series and in-senice seminars
for pastors, lay leaders, and all church
members on stewardship and financing
Adventist education.

todeb for Lietening to
Gonstltuencies

Several models for listening ro consti-
tuencies will be developed during 1988
and 1989. These will utilize effective ways
to elicit concerns, values, and recom-
mendations of a broad range of constit-
uency  groups .  Subsequent ly  to  be
detailed in facilitators' manuals, these
models will be used in training at leasr
one facilitator from each NAD conference
to engage constituencies berween March
1989 and August 1990 in planning for
Advent is t  educat ion .  (  Fac i l i ta to rs  w i l l
be carefully trained persons who help
promote the plans prepared by the study
groups..,

The listening/visioning sessions are
clesigned to reach out quickly and solidly
to key constituencies of the church:
youth, parents, teachers, pastors, local
and union conference lay, professional
educational and church administrative
leadership, as well as the grassroots
membership of the church. As they meer
in visioning conferences, project person
nel will seek the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, believing that }le will lead the
membership of the whole church in
p lann ing  the  educat iona l / redempt ive
mission of the church.

V is ion ing  conferences  have th ree
components: reviewing strategic informa,
tion about Adventist education, setting
goals, and determining prioriries and
directions for specific action plans that
will renew and revitalize Adventist educa,
t i o n .  P l a n s  w i l l  ( 1 )  c o m m i t  t h r > s e
involved to make a difference in Advent-
ist education, (2) show constituencies
and church leadership that the whole
church is responsible for bringing about
needed change, and (3) involve consrir,
uencies in discussing critical issues relat-
ing to their needs, concerns, and hopes
for the future. Plans should define oriori-
ties, address critical issues, encourase 0F II|TEREST'"iffi:l'if;l,i;'#il?f,ff* ideas' and 

ib rrnGHERs
Several events in the Pacific Nonhwest,

Canada, and the Lake and Southwestern Continued Jrom page 42
unions have alread involved educational
leadership, union executive committees, a proiected 24 million Americans-could
academy principals and Bible teachers, not idenrify the United States.
and elementary and secondary teachers. "A separare 8l-question test adminis-
Additional events will involve parenrs, teredtorheAmericansfoundsimilargaps
teachers, students in Adventist and non- in knowledge.

Adventist schools, and pastors and educa-
tional leadership in the Atlanric, Sourh-
ern, and Pacific unions.

Priority topics include erhnic needs,
rationale for school/college choice, psy-
chological ownership of and meaningful
involvement with local schools. Dromot-
ing the Adventist educational sysiem and
exploration of new strategies for funding
Adventist education.

PROJECTAFFIRMAIION is designed to
assist the church in its banle for the
minds, hearts, and souls of its young
people, to show young people and their
families that the church and spiritual
values are relevant to their needs and
those of their fellow human beings. It
also seeks to ensure that our schools min-
ister to the needs of students and their
families as whole persons created in the
image of God. \Ve solicit your prayers and
your support for PROJECT AFFIRMAIION.

tr

Dr Cbarles T. Smttb, Jr., ls Coordlnator,
PROJECT AFFIRMAnON, Nortb Amedcan
Diuis-lon Offtce of Educatlon. He u,rltes from
Titkoma Park, Marvland.

]IEWS NOTES
Continued Jrom page 29

themselves informed but nc'rt pushy, were
open to differing opinions but yet were
convinced ofthe necessity for a Christian
wor ldv iew to  permeate  the  co l lege
classrooms."

Another  par t i c ipant  commented,  " l

have become aware of a teacher's need tcr
shore up his worldview and his class-
room practices."

But the best compliment to the insti,
tute came when one teacher observed, "I

enioyed the institute so much, especially
the  exchanges w i th  a l l  those o ther
teachers, that I'd come again next year if it
weren ' t  aga ins t  the  ru les . " -V i lma
McClarty. tr

Dr. Wilma McClarty ls Professor of Englkb
at Southen, Couege of SDA, Collegedale, Ten-
nessee, and a partlclpant ln fue fbst Instltute

Ior Cbristian College Tbacbing.

"For example, only half knew the
country in which the Sandinistas and
Contras were fighting; 25 percent could
name the countries that acknowledge
having nuclear weapons; and only 15
percent could name the world's largest
city.

The study also found that Americans
consider map-reading skills more impor-
tant than the ability to write a business
letter or use a computer. But less than
wro-fifths of Americans consider geo-
graphic knowledge'absolutely essential'
to be considered a 'well-rounded indivi-
dual."'-Education t[/eek, vol. \4I, No. 39,
August 3, 1988. Reprinted by permission.

State Board Advice on Home
Schools

"State education officials should w<trk
bcxh to cooperate with the growing
home-schooling movement and to set
basic standards for it, the National Ass<ri,
ation of State Boards of Education sug-
gests in a recent report.  . .  .

"The lO'page report is intended only to
provide state-board members with back-
ground on the issue. NASBE has no offi-
cial policy on home schools, a spokes-
man for the group said.

"Among its other sug€iestions, rhe
repcln calls on state officials to

"Establish a prtxedure between public
educators and home-schooling parents.

"Define criteria for home schooling at
the state level, and apply them uniformly
throughout the state.

"Establish regulations to monitor stu
dents educated at home but officially
enrolled in a private school: Such 'satel-

lite students,' it says, should receive a
diploma clearly differentiating them from
regular students.

"Requ i re  tha t  home-schoo l  paren ts
hold at least a high-school diploma
or a General Education Development
cenificate.

"Limit 'process requirements' to sub,
mission of a list of texts and materials, a
proposed syllabus, or the name of the
correspondence course the parent
intenG to use.

"Require that the results of a nationally
normed test as baseline data for each
child who will begin home schooling at
age 8 or older.

"Require that, during the first two years
of schooling, the parent repon quanerly
on the child's progress to either the state
or the district.

"Hold parents accountable for the aca-
demic progress of their children by
requiring either a yearly evaluation by
someone other than the parent, a portfo-
lio of student work, or the results of a
standardized tesr." -Education week,
vol. \4I, No. 39, August 3, 1988. Reprinted
by permission, tr
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