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EDITGIFIIAL

WillSDA Education
Still Pay?

t f  Christ ian educat, i0n is to retain i [s
effect,ivcness, ils powcr t0 atttacl, thrl
supp0ft ,  ol  orrr  church membe fs and l0
inspire dedical ion to i ls values and
visi0n, then i t ,  needs to remain true t0
i ts natufe. Over thc decades Lhe pres-
su fes  0 f  acc ted i [a t , i0n ,  exc( ] l l cnce ,
and pfolessional ism have workcd trr
stfengthen in large measufe thil aca-
d c m i c  a n d  l e c h n i c a l  o f f i : r i n g s  o f
Advent,ist scho0ls. Yet today many paf-
enls and studcnts st i l l  complain tha[
0ur sch00ls afO n0t,  providing what,
thei  r  const, i luoncies ni tcd.

We would n0t quest, i0n the fact thal .
b e c a u s e  o l ' t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a l  h a v e
affccted t ,hc clrurch social ly,  s l) j r i tu-
al ly,  and f iscal ly thcre has bcen somc
lack of congruencc betwitr)n supply and
demand. I lu l  as educat0rs we ncrrd n0t
th ink  tha t  the  lapscs  are  a l l  0 r  ma in ly
0n educat ion's paft , .  Changing social
m0res, t ightet f inancial  00nstfainls,
and a smal lef  census 0f t radi t ional stu-
dents have all played their part.

Neverthelcss, ceftain factors do lay
s0me fesp0nsibi l i ty at  0ur d00rs. 0uf
att,itudc toward marketing has lagged
behind the t imes. 0ur wi l l ingness to
refocus out offerings to meet new
in[erests and careets was not as keen
as i t  shOuld have been. But,One 0f the
most seri0us c0ncerns has been what
sOme cOnstiluents have pefceived as a
loss of distinctiveness. Whether or not
the accusat i0n is true, i f  our cl ients
bel ieve i t ,  they wi l l  send their  chi ldren
to other institutions.

In i ts lafcst publ icat, iun, WhatWorks:
Rcscarr:h .Aboul 'l 'eachirtg and Ltarn-
ing, the t l .S. Department,  of  [ , ] r l r rcat ion
nOtcs that,  "sch(x) ls 

wi l ,h h igh slud0nt
achi()vcment and m0talC show (r(r t l ,a in
onafactcr isLics:

.  v igorous inst,rucl ional l r radership,

.  a l l r incipal  wh0 niakcs cl(rar,  c0n-
sir i tenl ,  and fai f  dccisi0nn,

.  an  emphas is  on  d isc r ip l inc  and a
safc and orderl . \  rrnvironment,

o inslruot, ional pract i (rcs that,  f t )-
c u s  0 n  b a s i c  s k i l l s  a n ( i  a ( r a d ( r m i c
ach ievemenl,

o col lcgial i [y among tcachcrs in sup-
porl  of  studcnl achievcment,

.  teachcrs with high cxpcctat, i0ns
that al l  t ,hcir  studcnts can and wi l l
l earn ,  and

o frcquenl fcview of studenl prog-
firss.

Effect ivc sch00ls afe placcs wh0r( l
pf incipals,  leachers, students, and par-
enls agfee 0n l ,he gOals, meth0ds, and
content, of school ing. "

Sevcnt,h-day Advent ist  educat, i0n
wi l l  need [0 t0captufe as 0ne aspccl 0f
I ts renewal and growth thc spi f  i t  and
image of sharcd mission, g0als,  and
Obiect ives with i ts c0nst i tucnts. Excel-
lence, yesl  C0st effect iveness, with0ut
doubt l  But embracing and cxtending
the effectiveness and attractiveness 0f
0uf instt tut i0ns wi l l  a lsO cal l  0n us t0
exalt  Our dist inct iveness in Ofder t0
pefsuade our people that sDA educa-
t ion in i ts di f ference pays, rather than
costs.-V.S. G.
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