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EDITORIAL

Will SDA Education
Still Pay?

If Christian education is to retain its
effectiveness, its power to attracl the
support of our church members and to
inspire dedication to its values and
vision, then it needs to remain true o
its nature. Over the decades the pres-
sures of accreditation, excellence,
and professionalism have worked to
strengthen in large measure the aca-
demic and technical offcrings of
Adventist schools. Yet today many par-
ents and students still complain that
our schools arc not providing what
their constituencies need.

We would not question the fact that
because of the changes thal have
affected the church socially, spiritu-
ally. and fiscally there has been some
lack of congruence between supply and
demand. But as educators we need not
think that the lapses are all or mainly
on education’s part. Changing social
mores, tighter financial constraints,
and a smaller census of traditional stu-
dents have all played their part.

Nevertheless, certain factors do lay
some responsibility at our doors. Our
attitude toward marketing has lagged
behind the times. Our willingness to
refocus our offerings to meet new
interests and careers was not as keen
as it should have been. But one of the
most serious concerns has been what
some constituents have perceived as a
loss of distinctiveness. Whether or not
the accusation is true, if our clients
believe it, they will send their children
to other institutions.

Inits latest publication, What Works:
Rescarch About Teaching and lLearn-
ing, the U'.S. Department of Education
notes that ““schools with high student
achievement and morale show certain
characteristics:

® vigorous instructional leadership,

® a principal who makes clear, con-
sistent, and fair decisions,

¢ an emphasis on discipline and a
sale and orderly environment,

® instructional practices that fo-
cus on basic skills and academic
achievement,

® collegiality among teachers in sup-
port of student achievement,

® [eachers with high expectations
that all their students can and will
learn, and

® frequent review of student prog-
ress.

Effective schools are places where
principals, teachers, students, and par-
ents agree on Lhe goals, methods, and
content of schooling.”

Seventh-day Adventist education
will need to recapture as one aspect of
its renewal and growth the spirit and
image of shared mission, goals, and
objectives with its constituents. Excel-
lence, yes! Cost effectiveness, without
doubt! But embracing and extending
the effectiveness and attractiveness of
our institutions will also call on us to
exalt our distinctiveness in order to
persuade our people that SDA educa-
tion in its difference pays, rather than
costs.—V.S.G. O
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