ministry, serving as pastor of the
Ebenezer Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylva-
nia, from 1998 to 2001. Kibble then
joined the NAD as vice president.

ALVIN M. KIBBLE, FORMER
NORTH AMERICAN DIVISION VICE

PRESIDENT, PASSES TO HIS REST

Ivin Maurice Kibble, former vice

president for the North Amer-
ican Division of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, passed to his rest
on Friday evening, August 11, 2023,
in Temecula, California, after a fall
that resulted in a brain injury. Kibble
served in ministry for more than 50
years. A seasoned pastor and admin-
istrator, he pastored eight churches
and contributed more than 35 years
in church administration. He was 76.

“Elder Kibble was far ahead of
the NAD in terms of how we used
big data and social media in a big
way. He pressed the administration
to jump into that arena,” said G.
Alexander Bryant, NAD president.

“It was a true delight to work shoul-
der to shoulder with him,” added Bry-
ant. “Elder Kibble was a true vision-
ary; he modeled servant leadership in
a supreme manner. He was a personal
friend, mentor, and colleague. I often
turned to him for counsel and advice
in critical matters, and [ always
marveled at how balanced he could
approach almost any issue!Bryant
continued, “He was the spiritual
conscience of the North American
Division and his counsel was received
because of the genuine love that ema-
nated from him to all who were in the
sphere of his influence”’

“Elder Kibble was a man of prayer,
and he was big on building rela-
tionships, on treating people with
respect, and treating them well with
class,” said Maricel Pascual, Kibble's
administrative assistant and current
administrative assistant for the NAD
president. “He was a rare blend of
an exceptional leader and a genuine
human being. My regard for him is
nothing short of the highest esteem”

Kibble married the love of his life,
the former Jewel L. Peck of Cleve-
land, Ohio, a registered nurse and a

musician. They tied the knotin 1971.

Kibble completed four residencies
at the Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary in South Hamilton, Mas-
sachusetts. He was a graduate (1974)
of New York Theological Seminary
in New York, New York, where he
studied theology and urban ministry;
the Andrews University Theological
Seminary (1969) in Berrien Springs,
Michigan, where he studied theology
and pastoral ministry; and Atlantic
Union College (1967) in Lancaster,
Massachusetts, where he studied
theology and history.*

In 1998 he received the Alumnus
of the Year award from Atlantic Union
College and was honored in 2015 by
the NAD Pastoral Evangelism and
Leadership Council with a Distin-
guished Service Award: Lifetime
Achievement-Church Administra-
tion. On May 7, 2017, Andrews Uni-
versity awarded him with an honor-
ary degree, Doctor of Divinity, honoris
causa, for his outstanding dedication,
leadership, and scholarly contribu-
tions to the field of theology. He wrote
dozens of articles and papers.

Kibble exemplified servant lead-
ership. He held this as his personal
mission statement: “Cooperating
with God in the work of salvation to
live a full, rich, well-balanced, and
Christ-centered life of disinterested
benevolence with eternity in view”

He enjoyed a long tenure at the
Allegheny East Conference. From
December 1988 to October 2000, he
served as president of the Allegheny
East Conference, vice president of
the conference from May 1987 to
December 1988, and conference ex-
ecutive secretary from May 1984 to
May 1987. Kibble began his pastoral
work in 1969 in Jersey City, New Jer-
sey, and served in churches in New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.

Before he joined the NAD team,
Kibble went back to pastoral

While at the NAD Kibble chaired

the Breath of Life Television Ministry
Executive Committee, Adventist In-
formation Ministry Board, Liberty Edi-
torial Board, Pine Forge Academy and
Oakwood University boards, PARL
Advisory Committee, NAD Litigation
Committee, and the Regional [Confer-
ence] Scholarship Committee.

In November 2020, as retirement

drew near, Kibble was honored for
his role as NAD vice president with
ministry oversight of executive
training, coaching, and develop-
ment; Public Affairs and Religious
Liberty; Big Data Analytics and
Social Media; and Literature Minis-
tries. He was the division’s lon-
gest-serving employee, working 20
of his 51 service years at the NAD.

At his retirement celebration

Kibble offered advice drawn from his
years of studying golf. “Make every
stroke count. Take deadly aim—aim
as if your life depended on it. What
you're doing is so valuable and im-
portant for this church. Don’t waste
anything. And don't spend your time
complaining about what you don’t
have, when you have the forces of
heaven backing you up,” said Kibble.

He is survived by his wife,

Jewel, sons Santo and Jason, and
four grandchildren.

*Atlantic Union College closed in 2018.
—Kimberly Luste Maran
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Alvin M. Kibble, long-serving NAD employee,
passed away on August 11, 2023. Photo from
the North American Division communication
archives, copyright Bachrach
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